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ABSTRACT
The AAMAS conference was established in 2002 as the merger of
three highly successful conferences: AA (the International Confer-
ence onAutonomousAgents), ICMAS (the International Conference
on Multiagent Systems) and ATAL (the International Workshop
on Agent Theories, Architectures, and Languages). In this talk I
draw on my own experiences and that of others in investigating
human-agent collectives. I reflect on aspects of the trajectory of
research topics in the AAMAS community over the past 20+ years,
and on selected challenges for human-centred AI.
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BIOGRAPHY
Liz Sonenberg has been part of the AAMAS community since before
the first AAMAS conference. She served on the IFMAS Board and
the IFAAMAS Board (2002-2008), was co-Chair of the Local Organ-
ising Committee for the second AAMAS conference (Melbourne,
2003), Program co-Chair for the third conference (New York, 2004),
and General co-Chair for the tenth conference (Taiwan, 2011).

Her research focus is
on human-centred AI, es-
pecially mechanisms to
support human decision
making, generally involv-
ing the study of charac-
teristics associated with
so-called cognitive agents.
She has enjoyed many re-
search engagements with
colleagues in Psychology,
Education and Medicine,
and with international
collaborators.

Liz is a member of the
Advisory Board of AI Magazine and of the international Standing
Committee of the One Hundred Year Study on Artificial Intelli-
gence (AI100). She was the recipient of the Distinguished Research
Contribution in the Australasian AI Awards in 2020.

Liz is a Professor of Information Systems at the University of Mel-
bourne, Australia, has served in several senior leadership positions
at the University, and at present holds the University-wide role of
Pro Vice Chancellor (Systems Innovation). She has held Advisory
Board roles in several Commonwealth funded national research
infrastructure initiatives and is currently the inaugural Chair of
Australia’s National Research Infrastructure Advisory Group.
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